Feedback from Mailbox at Dublin Conference 2003

SUMMARY

1. Organisation

< Badges: Print names and countries larger

< Invitation:
1. earlier;
2. Include information: accomodation, road- and travelmap, description of way;
3. Confirmation of application to conference

< Translations of speeches and presentations made in advance handed out to
participants in conference “bag”

2 English Conference language

< Application form with telephone, E-Mail and Fax, soquestions can be asked

2. Content, Structure of conference
2 More time for working groups
2 Good speeches

CZ/January 2004




Feedback for conference, Dublin, October 2003

From “mailbox” at conference

Well done to all involved in organising this conference. | believe this | and will
continue to be an exciting time for Montessori in Europe

Good organized, thank you. Met interesting people. ME is a hope for now and the
future of Montessori

Thank you for your very good and helpful atmosphere.

Please make the names on the badges bigger!! You can’t see where people are from.
List of people who joined the congress perhaps later per e-mail.

| want to get the date for ME 2005

Wir danken dem Vorstand fir die Organisation des Kongresses 2003. Als
Ruckmeldung mochten wir mitteilen, dass die Vorbereitung auf das Treffen besser
hatte laufen kénnen. Die Einlaudng erreichte uns sehr spat; nach der Anmeldung und
Uberweisung des Teilnehmerbeitrags haven wir keine Riickmeldung erhalten.
Fehlende Wegbeschreibung, wir haben uns selber durchschlagen missen vom
Flughafen, haben auch schon friih selber ein Hotel gebucht, vom Veranstaltungsort
ca. 1 h entfert da der Flug schon in Kombination im Frihjahr gebucht wurde aus
Kostengrinden. Die Abendgestaltung ,Entertainment” ab 20.00 Uhr war nicht mehr
erwahnt im aktuellen Programm. Mit freundlichen Grussen (Bemerk. CZ - keine
Unterschrift)

Vortrdge waren interessant, Irischer Abend war toll, Vorbereitung am Freitag war sehr
mangelhaft ( Overhead und Pult und Fahnen wurden nach dem offiziellen Beginn am
Freitag 6 p.m. hergerichtet), Mittagessen am Samstag war schlecht organisiert (2
Kdche fur 160 Leute ist viel zu wenig, daher mussten die Leute sehr lange
Schlangestehen!), Raume flr Arbeitsgruppen fehlten (Keller war finster und muffig)
Danke fur die gute Organisation, das nette Rahmenprogramm und die grossartige
Vorbereitung durch den Vorstand und Christopher Zanon — so kdnnen wir Schrittt fir
Schritt weiterkommen. Ich wiinsche mir, dass die ME Konferenz mehr zu
Arbeitszusammenkinften werden. Das Wesentliche braucht viel mehr Zeit. Vortrage
und Workshops gibt es gentigend bei diversen Montessori Kongressen, Symposien
etc. Wenn die Vortrage - evt. schon in den Unterlagen — in Kopie erhaltlich sind,
kénnte Englisch Konferenzsprache sein. Ubersetzungen kénnten sich auf punktuell
Wichtiges in den frei gesprochenen Phasen reduzieren.

It was really great. Thanks a lot (Sa.... Tichy)
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- Avery good conference, but: The presentation of the different countries could have
laid in the conference bag. The speeches were very brilliant, esp. mathematics. Thank
you! Lena D. from Sweden

- Alot of delgates addresses, e-mails would have been useful for contact

- Much more time for the work of the 4 running groups

- If the names of the participants were written in bigger letters, contacts would be
easier.

- Thank you for the good organization of the conference

- The organisation was sometimes very confused

- It was too much talk about the organisation Montessori Europe, | had prefered more
speech instead. Saturday morning speech was best. Just one language please. You
got very tired in listening to it twice.

- Bitte Angabe von e-mail, Telefon und Fax auf dem Anmeldeformular!!!! Frihzeitige
Bestatigung der Anmeldung. Information der Anderung /z.B. Rdumlichkeiten
frihzeitig. Wir hatten schon Bedenken, der Kongress finde nicht statt. (Kosten!!)

- I'was missing some sightseeing programme. It was a lovely evening, but should have
been included in the conference fee. It would be nice to get the speeches or abstracts
already at the beginning of the conerence (in the bag)

- Including sightseeing programme, dinner not extra pay, one conference language (ich
spreche sonst auch Deutsch), more time for workshops

- Schlechtes Anmeldeformular (keine Telefon, Fax, E-Mail); Kaffeepause schlecht
organisiert, Kaffee war nicht mehr heiss, Wartezeit zu lang, sehr gute Vortrage

- Konferenzsprache Englisch! Vortrage in Zukunft schriftliche Zusammenfassungen in
jeweiliger Landessprache. (Speeches: written summaries in the language of the
organizing country)

- We must decide on the conference language, very tiring and slow with the
translation. It would be enough if we got papers from the speakers translated. The
speeches Shevlin and O’Leary were very interesting, but they had too little time
because of the translaters. Dr. Peter Gebhardt-Seele’s speech was directed to students
and parents, not to educators, teacher trainers and Montessori teachers, it was too
elementar. At the next conference in Prag | look forward to more lectures and
workshops and not so much about Montessori Europe. The conference has been well
organized especially by Aileen. Many thanks for that. Very nice programme at the
dinner Saturday night. The lunch and coffee breaks took a lot of time and probably
could have been organizied better from the hotel. Thank you for a nice conference.

- The issue of membership needs clarity. Every ... However | think it would be simpler
just to have individual members.
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